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Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

I  beg  to  submit  an  annual  report  on  the 
Tavistock  Rural  District  for  the  year  ending  December 
31st,  1938.  The  report  has  been  prepared  as  far  as 

possible  to  comply  with  Circular  1728  of  the  Ministry 
of  Health.  However  omissions  may  have  occurred  as  my 
duties  did  not  commence  until  April  1939.  Mr.  Harris 
lias  kindly  been  of  every  assistance  possible. 

SECTION  A. 

STATISTICS  and  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS. 

Area  (statute  acres) — 151,300. 

Population,  1931  census — 15,302. 

Estimated  population  mid  1938 — 13,790.  , 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  end  of  1938 — 14,802. 

Rateable  value — £86,825. 

Product  of  penny  rate — £338. 

Special  legislation  in  force — Nil. 

Chief  industries — Agriculture  and  Quarrying. 

VITAL  STATISTICS. 


Live  Births  Males  Females 

Legitimate  .  .  80  84 

Illegitimate  4  4 

84  88 

Total  172. 

Birth  rate  per  1,000  resident  population — 12.6. 

hmgland  and  Wales — 15. i. 

Still  Births —  Males  Females 

Legitimate  .  4  2 

Illegitimate  .  —  — 


Still  birth  rate  per  1,000,  total  live  and  still  births — 3.5 
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DEATHS. 


The  number  of  deaths  registered  during  the  year  were  170 
Males  ...  ...  ...  ...  ....  80 

Females  .  ....  .  .  .  .  90 

Death  Rate  .  .  12.4 

Adjusted  by  R.G.  figure  .  .  ....  ....  10.3 

England  and  Wales  11.6 

Deaths  from  puerperal  causes  ...  .  .  0 

No  29  Puerperal  sepsis  .  ...  ...  ...  o 

No  30  other  puerperal  causes  ....  .  ..  o 

Total — 0.  Rate — o. 

Deaths  of  infants  under  i  year  of  age  ....  6 

All  infants  per  1,000  live  birth 

Deaths  occurred  from  the  following  causes  ; — 


Cancer  .  ....  ..  .  ....  .  .  28 

Measles  ..  ...  .  .  .  .  .  i 

Whooping  Cough  ...  .  o 

Diarrhoea  (under  2  years)  ..  .  0 


SECTION  B. 

GENERAL  PROVISIONS  Of  HEALTH  SERVICES 

FOR  THE  AREA. 

I.  a.  Laboratory  facilities  are  supplied  by  Devon  County 
Council  for  testing  milk  samples  and  water  anaRsis  ;  also  for 
examination  of  specimens  from  infectious  cases. 

b.  Ambulance  Facilities. — These  are  in  the  hands  of 
St.  John  Ambulance  Brigade  stationed  in  the  town  of  Tavistock. 
The  Brigade  also  work  the  Hospital  Ambulance. 

c.  Nursing  in  the  home  is  undertaken  by  the  village  nurse. 
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d.  Treatment  Centres  and  Clinics. — There  are  none 
in  this  district. 

e.  Hospitals. — There  are  no  hospitals  in  this  district. 

2.  iVlateriigty  and  Child  Welfare. 

a.  A  welfare  centre  has  been  started  at  Princetown  and 
is  in  charge  of  the  Prison  Medical  Officer  and  the  County  Health 
Visitor.  There  is  a  session  twice  a  month.  During  the  year 
there  were  the  following  attendances  : 


a. 

By  Mothers 

00 

b. 

By  Infants 

264 

c. 

By  Toddlers 

289 

b.  Midwifery  and 

maternity  : 

services  are  under  the 

county  authority. 

SECTION  C. 

WATER. 

A  new  supply  of  Water  has  been  provided  for  Horrabridge 
superseding  the  limited  old  source. 

An  extension  has  been  carried  out  at  Litton,  to  a  part  called 
Leat.  Water  for  drinking  had  to  be  fetched  from  a  distance. 
Now^  a  standtap  is  provided  and  other  houses  have  had  it  laid  on. 

Generally  the  supplies  have  been  satisfactory  as  to  quality 
excepting  at  Lifton.  Here  contamination  from  the  farm  was 
evident  and  steps  were  taken  to  prevent  this  by  the  purchase  of 
the  farm,  and  the  fencing  of  the  site  of  the  spring. 

The  quantity  of  water  during  the  year  was  very  good, 
Temporary  shortages  being  confined  to  Bere  Alston  and  Lifton. 

A  start  has  been  made  in  bacteriological  control  of  the  Water 
Supplies. 

25  samples  were  submitted  for  examination.  14  were 
found  to  be  unsatisfactory  and  doubtful,  ii  were  satisfactory. 
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Drainage  and  Sewerage. 

Small  extensions  have  taken  place  at  T.ifton  and  Bere  Alston 
and  Milton  Abbot. 

A  scheme  of  sewerage  has  been  prepared  for  Milton  Coornbe, 
but  obstacles  have  arisen  which  may  necessitate  complete  revis¬ 
ion  of  the  plans. 

Rivers  and  Streams. 

Letters  were  written  with  respect  to  pollution  of  one  river 
by  drainage  from  a  garage,  which  brought  about  the  desired 
improvement. 

Closet  Accommodation. 

31  closets  on  the  conservancy  system  were  converted  to 
water  closets,  together  with  the  attendant  drainage. 

Public  Cleansing. 

No  extensions  of  these  services  were  effected. 

Camping  Sites. 

One  site  only  was  used  for  camping  and  this  was  very 
small.  The  number  being  on  an  average  12  persons. 

Eradication  of  Bed  Bugs. 

No  cases  were  reported  or  discovered. 


SEGTIOf^  D. 

HOUSING  STATISTICS. 


I.  Inspection  of  Owelling  Houses 

(i)  [a)  Total  number  of  dwelling-liouses  inspected  for  72 
housing  defects  (under  Public  Health  or  Housing  Acts) 
ih)  Number  of  Inspections  made  for  tlie  ])urpose  72 
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(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a  state  so 

dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for 
human  habitation  .  ..  .  ..  .  7 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of  those  referred 
to  under  the  preceding  sub-head)  found  not  to  be  in 

all  respects  reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation  ...  21 

2.  Remedy  of  Defects  during  the  year  without  Service  of  Formal 

Notices 

Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit  in  con¬ 
sequence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local  Authority  or 
their  Officers  ..  ....  .  ..  .  .  .  ....  17 

Proceedings  under  Sections  11  and  12  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936. 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

Demolition  Orders  were  made  4 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  demolished  in  pursuance 

of  Demolition  Orders  .  .  .  .  .  ..  4 

Housing  Act,  1936 — Part  IV— Overcrowding  : 

(a)  (i)  Number  of  dwellings  overcrowded  at  the  end  of 

the  year  .  ....  ...  ...  ..  .  2 

(ii)  Number  of  families  dwelling  therein  ..  .  2 

(hi)  number  of  persons  dwelling  therein  .  19 


SECTION  E. 

FOOD. 

Milk  Supply. 

The  number  of  Registered  Producer-Retailers  is.  .  ....  84 

The  number  of  Registered  Producer-Wholesalers  is  ....  98 

The  number  of  Registered  Producer-Retailers  and  whole¬ 
salers  is  ....  ...  ...  ....  ...  29 

The  number  of  Registered  Retailers  only  .  4 
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The  number  removed  from  the  Register  is  9,  mainly  by 
giving  up  business  and  reduction  of  Area  of  District.  The  num¬ 
ber  of  samples  taken  for  examination  is  22.  18  of  these  were 

satisfactory. 

Regular  routine  inspection  of  Slaughter  Houses  is  not  possible 
with  the  present  staff,  but  as  much  as  possible  is  carried  out. 
No  records  of  the  number  of  animals  slaughtered  is  kept.  The 
slaughter-houses  are  all  private  and  number  17.  One  pig  carcase 
and  two  heads  were  condemned  because  of  tuberculosis. 


SECTION  F. 

PREVALENCE  OF  AND  CONTROL  OVER  INFECTIOUS 

AND  OTHER  DISEASES. 


An  arrangement  is  in  operation  whereby  cases  can  be  admitted 
to  the  City  of  Plymouth  infectious  diseases  hospital.  During 
the  year  fourteen  such  cases  were  admitted  from  this  district. 

The  table  below  shows  the  incidence  and  disposal  of 
notifiable  infectious  cases. 


Disease 

Total  Cases 

Admitted 

to 

Hospital  Deaths 

Smallpox  . . 

.  0 

0  0 

Scarlet  Fever  . 

18 

10 

Diphtheria  . 

4 

4 

Typhoid  and  Enteric  . 

.  0 

0 

Puerperal  Fever  . 

.  I 

Pneumonia  . 

3 

Poliomyelitis  . 

.  I 

I 

Erysipelas  . 

.  I 

0 
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TUBERCULOSIS 


New  Cases  and  Mortality  during  1938. 

New  Cases.  Deaths. 

Age  Respiratory  Non-Resp.  Resp.  Non.  Resp. 
Periods  Male  Female  Male  Female  Male  Female  Male  Female 

4  .  2  —  —  I  I  I  _  — 

25  .  I  I  2  —  —  i__ 

35  .  2  —  —  —  I  _  — 

45  .  I  I  ______  _ 

55  .  I  I  ______  _ 

65  &  upwds.  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  — 

Totals  .  5621131  — 

On  December  31st  there  remained  52  cases  of  tuberculosis 
on  the  register. 

I  am,  gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

E.  D.  ALLEN-PRICE, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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